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For his efforts, Charles was recognized with 

the ‘‘Outstanding Public Transportation Board 
Member Award’’ in 2007 by the American 
Public Transportation Association, the premier 
association representing the interests of the 
public transportation industry in North Amer-
ica. 

It is a privilege to recognize my friend 
Charles Emery for his dedication and commit-
ment to his fellow North Texans, and I con-
gratulate him on this well-earned honor. 
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RECOGNIZING BIANCA MADERAL 

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Bianca Maderal. A young adult un-
dergoing cancer treatment, Bianca founded 
Fight Like a Kid, a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to supporting children with cancer. 

Bianca was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 
2016 when she was a senior in high school. 
Since then, she has been a constant source of 
inspiration and support for other children bat-
tling cancer. She continues to receive treat-
ment at the Nicklaus Children’s Hospital in 
Miami. Between chemotherapy sessions, she 
can be found putting together care packages 
for pediatric cancer centers across the coun-
try, donating funds to pediatric cancer re-
search, and helping other children with their 
diagnoses. 

As Fight Like a Kid puts it, sometimes real 
superheroes live in the hearts of small children 
fighting big battles. Bianca has become a 
superhero not only to the other children at 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital but also to their 
families and to cancer patients across the 
country. 

Fight Like a Kid is an incredible organization 
created by a truly inspirational young woman. 
It really is cancer’s turn to be afraid. 
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HONORING BRANDON JACOB 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Brandon Jacob. 
Brandon is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brandon has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Brandon has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Brandon has led his troop as the Assist-
ant Senior Patrol Leader, become an Ordeal 
member of the Order of the Arrow, and holds 
the rank of Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O–Say. 
Brandon has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Brandon 

built storage shelving for the KC Pet Project 
animal shelter in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brandon Jacob for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on October 22, 2019 dur-
ing roll call no. 571, On Ordering the Previous 
Question, H. Res. 646, Providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2513) Corporate Trans-
parency Act. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoidably detained 
during roll call no. 572, On Agreeing to the 
Resolution, H. Res. 646, Providing for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 2513) Corporate 
Transparency Act. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoidably de-
tained during roll call no. 573, On Agreeing to 
the Amendment, H.R. 2513, Burgess of Texas 
Part B Amendment No. 1. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ I was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 574, On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, H.R. 2513, Caro-
lyn B. Maloney of New York Part B Amend-
ment No. 4. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ I was also unavoidably detained 
during roll call no. 575, On Agree to the 
Amendment, H.R. 2513, Davidson of Ohio 
Part B Amendment No. 5. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ I was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 576, On Mo-
tion to Recommit with Instructions, H.R. 2513, 
Corporate Transparency Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ I was also 
unavoidably detained during roll call no. 577, 
On Passage, H.R. 2513, Corporate Trans-
parency Act. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ I was also unavoidably detained 
during roll call no. 578, On Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 2426, 
Copyright Alternative in Small-Claims Enforce-
ment Act of 2019. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JAMES LESLEY 
WALTERS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. ADERHOLT. I would like to recognize 
the retirement of someone who has spent his 
career bringing news and information to thou-
sands of people. 

Mr. James Lesley (Les) Walters was born to 
James and Lottie Walters in April of 1956 in 
Andalusia, Alabama. He was the valedictorian 
of his 1974 graduating class at Red Level 
High School. After high school, Waters went 
on to attend college at Troy state University. 
Upon graduation in 1978, he was named the 

Hall School of Journalism and Communica-
tion’s Outstanding Graduate of the Year. 

In 1979, the Itawamba County Times in Ful-
ton, Mississippi hired Walters as a news writ-
er. Later that same year, he accepted a job in 
Hamilton, Alabama at a brand newspaper 
called the Hamilton Progress. 

In 1987, Walters left the Hamilton Progress 
for the position of managing editor of the Jour-
nal Record newspaper, also in Hamilton. He 
has held this position for the past 32 years. 

During his more than three decades at the 
Journal Record, his leadership has helped 
steer the paper and the community during 
much change, progress and even tragedy. 
From the completion of interstate 1–22 
through Marion County, the 2011 tornado out-
break that left several dozen people in the 
county dead, to the 2016 Hamilton office 
shootings, Walters has been there to help the 
paper and his staff write the first draft of Mar-
ion County history. 

As an editor, Walters has been a vocal ad-
vocate of Alabama’s open records and open 
meetings act and has kept county and munic-
ipal governments accountable to adhere by 
them. Walters also cultivated a higher stand-
ard of journalism in Marion County. Under his 
leadership, the paper moved from submission- 
based coverage to having reporters prioritize 
county commission meetings and city and 
town council meetings, bringing local news 
and issues to print for the public’s awareness. 

Walters has received numerous media 
awards from the Alabama Press Association, 
including his most-prized award, the APA Fea-
ture Story of the Year, which he was honored 
with for his article ‘‘Dr. Charlie Pyle’s Hamilton 
Hillbillies Semi-Pro Baseball Team.’’ 

Walters has also been named Kiwanis Cit-
izen of the Year and has served as the Ham-
ilton CJ’s president, where he was a longtime 
member and helped organize numerous fund 
raisers, such as wrestling nights and air shows 
at the Marion County Rankin-Fite Airport. 

Walters married his wife of 39 years, Sheri 
Gilliland, on July 19, 1980. They have two 
sons: Sloan, 34, of Murfreesboro, Tenn. Sloan 
and his wife Erin have two sons, Thad, 5, 
Crosby, 2, and another child expected in Feb-
ruary 2020; his youngest son, Chance, 33, 
lives in Birmingham. The Walters family are 
members of the First Baptist Church of Ham-
ilton, where Les Walters has taught Sunday 
school for youth and college-aged adults. He 
also serves on the church’s publicity com-
mittee. 

As a member of Congress, representing 
Marion County and northwest Alabama, I want 
to acknowledge and honor Mr. Walters and his 
years of service to his community, his state 
and our First Amendment. I wish Les Walters 
all the best in his well-earned retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I was with Land of Lincoln Honor 
Flight at Arlington. Had I been present, I would 
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 587, and 
NAY on Roll Call No. 588. 
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